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Buyer’s remorse. 
I bet we’ve all felt it a time or two. 
The article of clothing that, now that you’ve brought it home,  
just doesn’t look as good on you as it did in the store. 
That new car that you knew was expensive,  
but seemed so affordable while it was still in the dealer’s showroom.  
Now the monthly payments are starting to drag you down. 
 
Maybe it was a time share 
that seemed like such a good investment at the time,  
but now you don’t use it and you can’t get rid of.  
Maybe it was someone you voted for  
who didn’t turn out to be much of a credit  
to the office he or she was elected to. 
You wish could have a do-over. 
 
Yes, we’ve all been there. 
Even God, so it seems. 
For the last few weeks, our Old Testament readings  
have been following the adventures of the prophet Samuel.  
Two weeks ago, we met him as a young boy when God first called him. 
Last Sunday, we saw a mature Samuel  
struggling with the people’s insistence  
that they wanted to be like other nations, 
that they wanted a king to rule over them.  
 
“No you don’t,” Samuel told them.  
“Having a king is not gonna be anything like what you think it will be like. 
A king will just take your grain, and your oil and the fruits of your labor 
and give it to his rich friends, 
and at some point you will see that this king you chose is a scoundrel.” 
Samuel knew a bad idea when he saw it. 
 



But inexplicably, God told Samuel  
to go ahead and do what the people wanted, 
even though it was a bad idea, 
even though the selection of that king  
was really a rejection of God and God’s laws.  
God permitted it to happen anyway. 
So this big, handsome fella named Saul was named king, 
despite Samuel’s sinking feeling  
that this was not going to turn out well. 
 
And it didn’t. 
Saul proved himself to be an awful king. 
He was headstrong and temperamental, 
possibly afflicted with a variety of mental disorders.  
He made a series of blunders, 
and got the nation into some unwinnable wars. 
He was soft when he needed to be tough, 
and tough when he needed to be soft. 
 
By the time we come to today’s reading, 
we’re told that Samuel was so grieved over Saul’s behavior, 
he had pretty much washed his hands of the whole thing. 
And what’s more, we’re told even God was sorry  
that he had made Saul king.   
Divine buyer’s remorse. 
 
But here’s one of the great things about God. 
Our God is the god of second chances. 
Of do-overs.  
Of mulligans. 
It’s as if God said, 
“Okay, that didn’t work out quite the way we wanted. 
Whaddaya say we try again? 
We’re gonna make this king thing work, 
and I’ve got the next king all picked out.” 
 
All of which leads Samuel to David, 
who is an unlikely king, to say the least.  
He’s a shepherd boy,  
a youngest son that no one paid much mind to. 



But he would go on to become the greatest king of Israel ever. 
 
It didn’t happen immediately. 
There was a lot of bad stuff that had to happen first.  
A lot of terrible things that grieved many people. 
But over the course of time,  
Israel was renewed. 
 
This is the same kind of cycle of creation, sin, judgment and redemption 
that we see played out over and over again in the Bible. 
Indeed, we see it play out over and over again in our own lives.  
A thousand years after David, 
the apostle Paul wrote of this in his second letter to the Corinthians: 
“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; 
everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new.” 
 
Spencer Reece, in his poem “At Thomas Merton’s Grave,” said this:  
 “We can never be with loss too long… 
How kind time is, altering space so nothing stays wrong;  
and light – more new light – always arrives.” 
 
More new light always arrives.  
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not, did not, can not, 
overcome it.  
 
 “Everything old has passed away. See, everything has become new.” 
 
Everything! Even me!  
Even you. 
Even our parish of St. James. 
We are not who we were in the past. 
We are a new creation in Christ. 
 
Just as I bet everyone here has, as some time, experienced buyer’s remorse, 
I bet everyone here has also experienced the opposite. 
I bet you can point to a time in your life  
when you discovered that the limits you thought bound you  
no longer did.  
When an old thing, maybe a dysfunctional or damaging thing,  



stopped having power over you.  
When a new thing came into your life. 
When your life BECAME a new thing.  
It happens in people’s lives. 
It happens in church’s lives. 
And it happens in country’s lives.  
 
As Christians, we call this “grace.”  
God’s grace is poured out like WD40,  
over the stuck places in our soul,  
moving all back into proper working order, 
leading us where we need to be,  
at the time we need to be there. 
 
By the grace of God, 
Light, more new light, always arrives.  
 
The trouble in our lives may be significant. 
Certainly the trouble in our nation’s life these days is significant, 
just as was true for Israel in the time of Saul.  
When our attorney general quotes Paul’s letter to the Romans 
to try to absolve our nation of heinous acts of cruelty, 
using Paul’s words to justify ripping children out of their parents’ arms, 
when that happens, we know we’re in trouble.  
We are not the nation we used to be, 
not the nation we can be.  
 
When government leaders have to cite that passage in Romans 
to prove they were put in office by God to carry out God’s plan, 
we would be wise to remember Saul 
and how quickly God’s favor can evaporate 
when governments behave in ways that are anything but godly, 
and how God has a history of casting down the mighty 
and lifting up the lowly. 
 
But no matter how troubled our lives  
or the life of our nation 
may be at this very moment, 
you and I are here this morning  
because at some level we know this:  



God’s grace is sufficient, 
and it’s all gonna work out.  
 
To quote something else Paul has said, 
“We walk by faith and not by sight.” 
We do not see how the future will unfold. 
We are not given the gift of knowing  
just how the Lord will work 
to make everything old new again.  
But we have faith that it will be so.  
Because the world is filled with possibilities. 
For every sunset, there is a coming sunrise. 
For every winter, there is a coming spring. 
For every Saul, there is a David. 
And for every loss, in Christ there is a new creation. 
 
 
This is indeed cause for rejoicing. 
Buyer’s remorse is not such a bad thing, you know, 
when we learn from our mistakes, 
when it turns us into better shoppers in the long run. 
Sorrow and remorse never have the last word with God. 
God is not one to wave a white flag and walk away 
when things don’t go as they should.  
 
Just like that mustard seed that Jesus spoke of, 
God is patient. 
Things happen that we don’t see,  
that we don’t understand.  
But a seed gets planted, and it grows, 
we know not how.  
 
Old things are passing away all the time, 
and new things are coming into being. 
That’s the way it is with mustard seeds. 
That’s the way it is with the Kingdom of God. 
And that’s the way it is with grace. 
Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 
 


