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Feast of Saint James (observed) 
July 29, 2018 
Saint James, Wheat Ridge 
 
By the Rev . Becky Jones 
 
I’ve always heard it said that finding the right answer  
may be less important 
than finding the right question.  
As a newspaper reporter,  
I found that the key to getting a good story 
was figuring out the right questions to ask.  
And really, there is an art to asking great questions. 
 
Think about some of the great questions,  
and how they’ve stayed with us, 
sometimes long after we’ve forgotten the answer. 
It’s the questions we remember. 
 
Like, if a tree falls in a forest  
and there’s no one around to hear it,  
does it make a sound?  
What a good question.   
I don’t know if I ever knew the answer, 
but if I did, I’ve long since forgotten it.  
But I’ve always remembered that question, 
ever since my cousin Tim first put it to me many, many years ago. 
 
Shakespeare once asked “To be or not to be?”  
and that question has been hanging around a long, long time.  
 
Or the question Kevin Costner’s character Ray Kinsella  
asks his long-dead father in the movie Field of Dreams:  
“Hey, dad, you wanna have a catch?” 
That one always makes me cry.  
 
I think possibly my favorite question ever asked 
was the one Lou Costello asked Bud Abbot:  
“Who’s on first?” 
That one never gets old, does it?  
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Great questions, all of them.  
But I don’t think that any of them  
have the profound impact  
that Jesus’s question in today’s gospel lesson has.  
 
“Are you able to drink the cup that I’m about to drink?”  
The answer to that question 
has such profound implications. 
Today we celebrate the Feast of St. James, 
the patron saint of our parish, 
and one of two people to whom Jesus’s question was initially 
directed.  
 
Our Gospel records the encounter between Jesus, James,  
his brother John, and their mother:  
"The mother of the sons of Zebedee  
came to Jesus with her sons,  
and kneeling before him, she asked a favor of him. 
“Declare that these two sons of mine will sit,  
one at your right hand and one at your left,  
in your kingdom.” 
 But Jesus answered,  
“You do not know what you are asking.  
Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?” 
They said to him, “We can.” 
  
You can imagine Jesus’s eyebrows arching 
at their response.  
They had no idea what was in that cup, 
but you have to give them credit for boldness and self-confidence. 
They may have been clueless, 
but they were very zealous in their efforts to follow their lord. 
 
But you know, zeal alone is not sufficient to be a disciple of Jesus. 
Like all human virtues, zeal must be refined and transformed. 
 And, so it would be in James.  
He followed Christ on the way  
which would later be called Christianity. 
 He was one of only three people to witness the transfiguration.  
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He was one of the inner circle  
invited to join Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane … 
where, sadly, he fell asleep.  
Haven’t we all slept through things that, in retrospect, 
we wish we’d been wider awake for? 
  
Tradition tells us that after the Resurrection,  
James went to Spain to preach the gospel. 
But he didn’t meet with much success.  
He is said to have converted somewhere  
between one and nine people. 
Not exactly earth-shaking numbers. 
And yet, to this day, the pilgrimage path which bears his name, 
the Camino de Santiago, the path of Saint James, 
brings about conversion in the lives of many. 
James was a far greater evangelist in death than he ever was in life. 
 
So, possibly feeling a bit defeated and disheartened, 
James returned to Palestine in 44 AD  
and soon thereafter, he drank from that cup that Christ drank from.  
He became the first Apostle to be martyred. 
 
Just as James, our patron was, 
we, too, are invited to follow the path of Jesus' struggle,  
which often is a way of rejection, and of disappointment.  
We too are invited to climb the mountain of our own transformation, 
and to wait with Christ as we confront our own fears. 
 
Jesus shows each of us how we are called to refine our emotions, 
to bear witness,  
to live differently.  
We’re invited to greet and embrace  
even that which we may not want  
as the very means of our own transformation.  
 
We’ve been given the grace to accept difficulties,  
which, when embraced in love,  
can become the path to our redemption.  
 
Jose Maria Escriva, 
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a Spanish priest who was canonized in 2002, 
 once wrote,  
"The great Christian revolution  
has been to convert pain into fruitful suffering  
and to turn a bad thing into something good.  
We have deprived the devil of this weapon;  
and with it we can conquer eternity."  
What hopeful words. 
What a transformational strategy for living. 
 
So here are some more great questions to ponder today. 
How do we treat those circumstances that cause us to struggle?  
How do we deal with what we find unpleasant?  
How do we deal with unresolved conflicts or troubling relationships?  
Do we avoid them,  
think they’ll just go away if we pretend they don’t exist? 
Or do we work toward resolution, making love our aim.  
 
Can we come to see that even unpleasant things  
and difficult people  
can actually be gifts from the hands of a loving God  
who invites us to walk in the way of Christ?  
 
All of us inevitably experience Gethsemanes in our own lives,  
times of difficulty, distress, fear and anguish.  
Friends may have betrayed us,  
or those whom we love may have rejected us.  
 
It’s often those very times and people and circumstances  
that can become for us the path to holiness and to freedom 
if we learn to love as Christ loves.  
 
"Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?"  
The question Jesus posed to James and his brother  
echoes in our own ears today. 
What’s in the cup we’re being asked to drink?  
Let’s decide today to make the choice and drink,  
saying as we do "not my will but yours be done."  
 
Who’s in the garden, 
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what’s in the cup, 
and I don’t know … THIRD BASE! 
May all our questions bring us home, 
Welcome home to Saint James. 
Amen.  
 
 


