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Ascension Day (observed), Year A 
May 28, 2017 
St. James, Wheat Ridge 
 
By the Rev. Becky Jones 
 
I bet I know what many of you are thinking.  
It’s the same thing I thought when I realized,  
with some dread,  
that I needed to preach about the Ascension.  
Because of all the reported miracles of Christ, 
I think this is the hardest one  
for our 21st century minds to accept.  
 
Miraculous healings?  
Yes, we can believe that that happened.  
They still happen today! 
 
Walking on water?  
Harder to accept, but okay.  
He was Jesus! He could do stuff, 
even if we don’t understand how. 
 
Rising from the dead?  
Hey, that’s the point of it all.  
If we didn’t accept that, we wouldn’t be here. 
 
But then he goes and rises in the air  
until he disappears into a cloud,  
on his way to heaven.  
And somehow we feel a line has been crossed.  
The mechanics of the thing just becomes too problematic.  
 
How far up did he have to go? 
What happened once he reached the stratosphere and there was no oxygen? 
Did he keep on going past the moon? Past Saturn?  
Is he still ascending? 
If Jesus went “up” to get to heaven,  
just where in the universe is heaven located? 
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These are awkward questions. 
Today, we know that heaven cannot be a physical place  
that is somewhere up there.  
Maybe heaven is in another dimension. 
In fact, string theory suggests the existence of multiple dimensions  
that are all around us, 
all occupying the same space,  
yet we can’t see into these other dimensions or interact with them.  
 
But 2,000 years ago,  
none of that would have crossed their minds. 
Two thousand years ago,  
people believed that the earth was flat, 
and that God dwelled in a place called heaven  
that was located just beyond the sky. 
So what the apostles saw that day 
was no doubt a reflection of what they were equipped to see. 
And it appeared to them that Jesus ascended into the sky. 
 
What would WE have seen,  
if we could transport ourselves back in time 
to be there for the Ascension? 
What would that look like? 
I have no idea.  
I don’t know if there are any scientific instruments 
that could record or measure or weigh what happened.  
 
But SOMETHING happened.  
And whatever it was left the apostles staring into heaven, 
believing they had just witnessed the unbelievable.  
 
And there they stood, watching –  
the way we will sometimes watch as a loved one drives away, 
getting smaller and smaller  
until at last the car turns a corner  
or disappears into other traffic. 
But we keep on looking,  
even after we know our loved one is gone. 
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They stood and watched,  
no doubt wondering what the heck just happened.  
When all of a sudden their reverie was interrupted 
by two men in white.  
Now where did they come from? 
Were they angels?  
Did they teleport there, like in Star Trek?  
Did they fly down from a cloud? 
Had they been there all along,  
but were only now becoming visible? 
Don’t know. Don’t wanna dwell on this too much either.  
It hurts my head. 
But there they were,  
and they mildly scolded the apostles. 
 
“Men of Galilee,  
why do you stand looking up toward heaven?” they asked. 
And the astonished disciples must’ve been wondering  
what else could happen to them this day.  
“This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,  
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven,”  
the two men say. 
 
In other words, get to work! 
Quit staring off into space and get busy. 
Because Jesus is coming back.  
And this place better not be a mess when he does.  
 
Now, the version of this story in Luke  
fails to mention these two white-robed visitors. 
And that’s curious,  
because we believe that Acts is a continuation of Luke,  
written by the same person  
and told to the same person, Theophilus. 
 
But while Luke and Acts may disagree on this one point, 
they are both in clear agreement about what happens next.  
Luke says they returned to Jerusalem with great joy.  
We’ll pick up with the account in Acts next Sunday, 
but here’s a preview: They’re excited and ready for action. 
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They’re ready for whatever is to come. 
 
Notice that there is no more fear.  
It’s been replaced by faith.  
There’s no longer any sense of confusion or doubt 
or uncertainty about what they’re supposed to do.   
They stop thinking about the Messiah 
as merely someone who would restore power to the Kingdom of Israel.  
Now, they see that’s small potatoes. 
No, at last, they’ve come to see the awesome, unbelievable truth of it all. 
Even more amazing than rising from the dead. 
 
Because what happened at the Ascension was this: 
Jesus wasn’t just taken up into a cloud. 
He was taken into God.  
Jesus was taken out of one particular place 
and one particular moment in time, 
and he was made simultaneously present in all times 
and in all places.  
 
And if the only language they could find to describe that 
was that he appeared to rise up into a cloud, 
well, what language would YOU use?  
How would you describe what happens 
when a person steps out of time and space as we know it 
and steps into what some have called “the eternal now,”  
where time and space no longer exist. 
What would that look like? 
If I had to describe that, 
I’m thinking I might just say, 
“Yeah, a cloud took him,” 
and leave it at that.  
 
But whatever it was they saw that day, 
all the gospel writers agree that, in the end, 
the disciples were changed.  
They now had a reason to carry on.  
Before, they’d been filled with pain and sorrow, 
and now, they were filled with faith and hope.  
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They were witnesses to the miracle of Christ 
and they had found a wonderful new way to live –   
the way Jesus taught them to live.  
 
So I think the question for us today is not  
“How did Jesus disappear into the sky?”  
No, the question for us on this Ascension Day, 
is “Are we or are we not  
living the way Jesus would want us to live?’ 
 
Are we staring off into heaven, 
so focused on Jesus’s promised return, 
or, conversely, on our own demise, 
that we neglect to do the work of the Kingdom? 
The work Jesus told us to do? 
Are we still living in that place of fear, 
still asking the same old questions 
that we’re just not meant to know the answers to?  
 
If we are, then maybe we need to reexamine  
our whole journey. 
Fortunately, it’s a long journey, 
a journey that can take a lifetime,  
and we’re offered all the chances we need 
to get where Jesus wants us to go. 
 
But if we are, in fact, living the way Christ has taught, 
if we are filled with faith, 
if we are working to advance God’s Kingdom, 
if we are serving Christ by serving others, 
if we are in love and charity with our neighbors, 
if we are doing all these things, 
then we need to ask ourselves another question: 
 
Are we ready to step forward  
and help others to find what we have found? 
Are we willing to testify as witnesses  
to the transforming power of Christ?  
If so, what would that look like?  Amen. 


